
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



466 The American Journal of Nursing 

IS THE MODERN NURSE COMMERCIAL? 
I. 

DEAR EDITOR: In the January Journal the writer, E. G. M., of the letter, 
"Is the Modem Nurse Commercial?" should have the highest commenda- 
tion of her attitude and her expressing of the nurse's position, of service to the 
doctor and patient and her plea for the nurse's opportunities for her church 
associations. I wish it might be sent to the Pictorial Review; it would reach 
many readers who have friends in the nursing profession. 

Brookline, Mass. A. J. H. 

XL 

DEAR EDITOR: Down through the ages, it seems to have been the good 
fortune of the women who have cared for the sick, to have had as advisers 
and councillors the more or less critical disciples of Aesculapius. In the second 
century when the medicine man had evolved into the priest and Church and Medi- 
cine were more or less synonymous terms, the Apostolic Constitutions clearly 
define the status of the woman who acted as the nurse of that day: "It is desir- 
able that her attitude be that of submissiveness, modest stillness, gentleness and 
sweet obedience. She is forbidden public teaching; and the attempt to develop 
into higher positions — ^which showeth a worldly spirit — is to be rigorously put 
down." Again in the tenth century, from the lips of an august dignitary comes 
this injunction: "My sister thou shouldst act with great respect and obedience 
toward the physician, taking care never to suspect or contradict his orders, not 
only because he is more learned and enlightened than thou, but because thou art 
commanded in the Holy Scriptures so to do. Never presume to act according to 
thine own way of thinking, but strive for observation and memory rather than 
much learning." Later in the fifteenth century arises the ominous voice of the 
director, incited thereto probably by some irate physician who had two Sisters 
instead of three, to make rounds with him — did they make "grand rounds" in 
those days? — "It is a new and dangerous thing to introduce studies which are 
being continually augmented. The Nursing is neglected and the Sisters complain 
they have no time to pray. They are being spoiled by a medley of knowledge put 
into their heads, which is making them worthless and insubordinate, and the per- 
sons who do incite them must be sent away." Our own twentieth century has 
added many contributions to the sayings of the wise men. It remained for Dr. 
Mayo to add what might seem to be the last word, — "Why should the more 
advanced standard of education be wasted on nurses, because, forsooth, they 
marry — even unto 54 per cent. That too on a programme on Hospital Standard- 
ization!" — (Dr. Mayo's speech at Philadelphia). True, some of us do marry — 
and while 54 per cent may seem high, perhaps Minnesota produces a more attrac- 
tive or more susceptible group than the rest of the world, — ^but when has a re- 
stricted education been one of the essentials of matrimony? One does not hear 
constant agitation among educationalists, against the better education of, say, 
teachers or librarians, yet they too have been known to marry. Is education less 
desirable for the woman who may hold in her hands the lives of her fellow crea- 
tures, and is the nurse, married, of any less value to the community into which 
she goes, because she may have a fairly comprehensive knowledge of the sciences 
governing health? Then again some of us do not marry. The prognosis during 
one's probation days being somewhat difficult, must we be deprived of the oppor- 
tunity to advance in our chosen profession because we might be one of the 54? 
Dr. Mayo quotes the women who assisted the Surgeon General during the war as 
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examples of the two-year school. What he did not say, is that those are the very 
women who, recognizing the inadequacy of the two-year school, have stood out 
for the three-year course, and a higher educational standard for our student nurses. 
It is not so long ago, I believe, since a one-year school was proposed in connec- 
tion with one of the newly opened hospitals in Rochester. Can the fact that the 
Minnesota Graduate Nurses' Association frustrated that scheme, have anything 
to do with Dr. Mayo's antagonism to the Nursing Associations which he classes 
with the "plumbers' and bricklayers' unions" ? I remember some years ago hear- 
ing a graduate of one of the well known New York schools, who was caring for a 
serious meningitis case, and who was worried about her patient's condition, criti- 
cizing the way in which the night nurse, — one of these "splendid (partly trained) 
women" — ^was carrying out her orders. She said, "Where I come from, a first 
class doctor employs a first class nurse, a second class doctor wants a second class 
nurse, and the third rate doctor sends a nurse like that." Now no one of us 
would presume to put Dr. Mayo in any but the first class, but will some one of our 
learned psychologists please explain the "complex" which is responsible for this 
constant agitation for the production of "the nurse like that"? 

Massachusetts 6. M. I. 

JOURNALS ON HAND 
I. 

DEAR EDITOR: I have in my possession a complete set of Journals from 
October, 1899, to October, 1921. The first seven volumes are the property 
of a friend who has for fifteen years been unable to do active nursing. If possible 
I should like to collect something for them. The others may be had by paying 
postage or express charges. 

High Falls, N. Y. Clara M. Davis. 

II. 

DEAR EDITOR: The following numbers of the Journal may be obtained by 
paying postage: a complete set of 1921; and February, April, May, August, 
through December, 1920. 

225 North Spring St., Cape Girardeau, Miss. Helen Textor. 

III. 

DEAR EDITOR: A retired nurse, as might be expected, is forced to curtail 
expenses, for which reason I dropped the Journal in 1919. A friend sub- 
scribed and gave it to me in 1920, and now again I feel that is one of the things 
I must deny myself, (my reason for not renewing). Otherwise I have had it, 
except Number 1, Volume I, since first published. The following is a list of the 
Journals I have in my possession, which I will give to anyone who will pay for 
the carriage: 1910 except January, March, April, June; 1911; 1912; 1913, except 
June, October, November; 1914, except November; 1915, except January; 1916, 
except March; 1917; 1918, except November and December; 1920, except January, 
August, September, October, November; 1921. 

Bemardsville, N. J. M. M. Anderson. 



